New trends in diabetes research: the search for an etiologically oriented treatment for type I diabetes mellitus.
The possibility of preventive intervention in Type I or insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus (IDDM) during periods of latency and partial remission of the disease has stimulated the search for agents that interfere with the genesis of IDDM by acting on its etiology and/or by protecting the beta cell against different aggressions. Recent attempts, which have been applied mostly to animal models, but also to patients, include: antiviral therapy, immunotherapy, administration of free radical scavengers, nicotinamide and high protein diet.